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plerus rufus, of Duchas; Lampornis prevosti, of Escuintla; Chry- 
suronia elicia, of Coban; Heliothrix barroti, of the northern 
tierra caliente; and Lamprolema rhami, of the Volean de Fuego, 
making altogether twenty-nine species. Three others 1 have not 
been so fortunate as to mect with, namely Florisuga mellivora, 
of the northern tierra caliente, and Delattria henrici and Selas- 
phorus platycercus, which are said to occur in the Volcan de 
Fuego, on Don Vicente Constancia’s authority. 


AX XIII.— Contributions to the Ornithology of Guatemala. By 
Ospert SALVIN and PurLir LUTLEY Scuatrer. Part II. 


[Continued from page 45. ] 


During the autumn of 1859 I collected, in the vicinity of 
Dueñas on the table-land of Guatemala, and near Coban and 
Salama in the Vera Paz, about 870 specimens of birds, belong- 
ing to 245 different specics, 89 of which are new to the fauna 
of this country, and have not been noticed in previous papers in 
this Journal relating to the ornithology of Central America. 
Of these I now give the names, as determined by Mr. Sclater 
and myself, together with my field-notes written concerning 
them at the time they were obtained, and some joint remarks 
on their synonymy and distribution,—O. S. 


1. Turpus assrmizis, Cab.: Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 327. 

Dueñas, August 1859. Two specimens were obtained in the 
above locality. I never met with 7. leucauchen, Sclater, which 
appears to be common in the low lands of the northern portion 
of Vera Paz, in this part of Guatemala. 


2. Turpus raras, Cab.: Sclater, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 825. 
Coban, Vera Paz, November 1859. A single specimen, ap- 
parently of this species. 


3. CYPHORINUS PROSTHELEUCUS (Sclater). Seytalopus pros- 
theleucus, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1856, p. 290. 

Volcan de Agua, January 1860. A single specimen, obtained 
at an elevation of about 6500 feet, agrees nearly with Mexican 
skins of this bird in Sclater’s collection. 
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4. TROGLODYTES BRUNNEICUOLLIS, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1858, 
p 2o97. 

Volcan de Fuego, September 1859. This Wren is only found 
in the forests aud barrancos of the Volcano. It is most nearly 
allied to the Mexican species described as above mentioned, but 
is not quite similar to Mr. Sclater’s specimens. 

5. SIURUS LUDOVICIANUS (Bp.). 

Alotenango, September; Volcan de Fuego, August; Coban, 
Vera Paz, November 1859. A dry water-course in the forest, 
or in the bottom of a barranco, seems to be the favourite resort 
of this Water-Thrush, while its congener, S. noveboracensis, 
seeks rather the more open streams. 


6. GEOTHLYPIS ZQUINOCTIALIS (Gm,.). 

Duenas, September 1859. This bird appeared about the 
same time as the northern Mniotiltide. It is, however, far 
from common. It agrees with S. American examples in Sclater’s 
collection. 


7. DENDRECA CHRYSOPARIA, Sclater and Salvin, P. Z.S.1860 
(May 16th). 

I obtained a pair of this beautiful Wood-Warbler on the 
highest point of the road between Salama and Tactic. In the 
coloration of its plumage it partakes of the characters of both 
D. virens and D. townsendii. 


8. DENDREÆCA AUDUBONI (Townsend) : Baird, Rep. p. 273. 

San Gerónimo, November 1859. Both this species and D. co- 
ronata congregate at this season, and are generally to be seen 
feeding on the ground. I did not at the moment distinguish 
this bird from its near ally, D. coronata. 

9. Dexpreca PENNSYLVANICA (Linn.): Baird, Rep. p. 278. 

Coban, November 1859. In quite immature or winter dress, 
with the under surface pure white. 


10. DeEnpReca —— ? 

Coban, November 1859. A single bird, which looks more 
like D. pannosa (Gosse) of Jamaica, than any other known mem- 
ber of the genus, More specimens arc requisite to substantiate 
the species. 
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11. Denpre@ca supeRcILiosa (Bodd.): Baird, Rep. p. 289. 
Ducñas, September 1859. I obtained but two specimens of 
this species, which does not appear to be common. 


12. DASILEUTERUS BRASIERI (Giraud): Sclater, P. Z. S. 
1856, p. 292. 

l have only observed this species in the Volcano. It has 
many of the habits of a Setophaga, the characters of which genus 
I have had more frequent opportunities of watching in the species 
S. flammea and S. picta than in the better known S. ruticilla. 
Like the rest of the Mniotiltide, they are restless in the pursuit 
of food, thoroughly searching every twig and leaf, even the 
bark of the main stem, for insects of every kind that may there 
lie hidden. 


13. BASILEUTERUS DELATTRII (Bp.): Sclater, P. Z. S. 1860 
(May 8th). 

Dueñas. Two specimens only were obtained of this species, 
as distinguished (/. c.) from its near allies, B. rufifrons of Mexico 
and B. mesochrysus of New Granada. 


14. EvrtuLyrIs LacrRyMosa (Cab.): Mus. Hein. p. 19. 

Alotenango, September 1859. Much nearer a Setophaga in 
its habits than anything else. Most of the Setophage may at 
once be recognized by the curious way they have of keeping the 
tail expanded and swaying it from side to side. 


15. VIREO NovEBORACENSIS (Gm.). 
Coban, November 1859. Only one example, agreeing with 
N. American specimens. 


16. CuamMzosPiza TORQUATA (Du Bus): Sclater, P. Z. S. 
1858, p. 304. 

Volcan de Fuego, September 1859. This bird I have only 
found in the Volcano. It skulks about the thick underwood, 
and scratches among the dead leaves for its food. 


17. BUARREMON ALBINucHUs (d’Orb. & Lafr.) : Sclater, Syn. 
Av. Tan. p. 24. 
Coban, November 1859. A very shy bird. 


18. EvcoMetis spopocePHALa (Bp.): Chlorospingus spodo- 
cephalus, Bp. Notes Orn. p. 28. 
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Vera Paz. Having obtained this species from Don Vicente 
Constancia, I am unable to say whether it is from Coban or the 
low lands.—O. S. 

This bird is no Chlorospingus, as placed by Bonaparte, but a 
very close ally of Eucometis cristata of my ‘Synopsis,’ and per- 
haps hardly sufficiently distinct from it.—P. L. S. 


19. Eupyonta minura (Cab.) : Sclater, Syn. Av. Tan. p.100. 
Coban. I obtained only a single specimen of this Euphonia. 


20. DENDROcoPs MULTISTRIGATUS, Eyton, Contr. Orn. 1851, 
p. 79. 

S. Cruz, Vera Paz, December 1859. This is probably Mr. 
Eyton’s species, as indicated above. It differs from the South 
American D. platyrostris (Spix) (which it greatly resembles) in 
having a longer, narrower, and paler bill.—P. L. S. 


21. MITREPHORUS FULVIFRONS (Giraud) : Sclater, Ibis, 1859, 
p. 442. 
Duefias. A single specimen. 


22. CHRYSOMITRIs NOTATA (Du Bus): Bp. Consp. p.516. 

Volcan de Fuego, August 1859. It was on the edge of the 
deep ravine that divides the fire-cone from the other two of the 
Volean de Fuego, in the stony, desolate waste lying on the 
eastern side of the last-mentioned cones, that I first met with 
this beautiful Goldfinch. I have since found it at Coban, and 
on the hills between San Juan Sacatipequez and Antigua, but 
did not obtain specimens from either locality. This is much 
more of a true Goldfinch than C. mexicana. 


23. IcrERUS MENTALIS (Less.). 
San Gerónimo, December 1859. One of the commonest of 
the many Icter2 of this place. 


24. CHORDEILES VIRGINIANUS (Gm.). 
Coban, Vera Paz. These different species of Night-jars are 
not easily to be distinguished on the wing. 


25. ANTROSTOMUS VOCIFERUS (Wils.). 
Coban and San Gerónimo. 
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26. PETASOPHORA DELPHINA. 
Coban, Vera Paz, November 1859. 


27. HELIOMASTER LONGIROSTRIS. 
Duciias, August 25, 1859. 
28. Coccyztus ERYTHROPHTHALMUS (Wils.): Baird’s Rep. 
~~ 
per7. 
Dueñas, September 2nd, 1859. This bird I shot in a willow- 
trce near the lake. It was alone, and the only one I have seen. 
Don Vicente Constancia has another skin of the same species. 


29. Buro virGiIntaNus (Gm,). 

Duchas, August 18th, 1859, and San Gerónimo. This Eagle- 
Owl is a resident species at Dueñas, and I believe throughout 
the whole country. It is not uncommon: a favourite locality 
near the former village being one of the hill-sides, which is in 
most parts well covered with low trees and shrubs, and here and 
there a rocky precipice. I have met with the bird not unfre- 
quently during the afternoon. At all hours of the night they 
make their proximity known by their deep ery. 


30. CotumBa rasciata, Say: Baird’s Rep. p. 597. 
Volean de Fuego (6000 feet) and Coban. This Pigeon is 
common in the high forests of the Volcano. 


31. OponropHorus THORACICUS (Gambel): O. lineolatus, 
Gould, Mon. Odont. pl. 32. 

Volcan de Fuego, August. This is perhaps the commonest 
Ortyx found in the Volcan de Fuego. The ravines of this 
Volcano are localities very favoured by several species of the 
group. It is not often, however, that they are to be found 
actually at the bottom of the hollow, where the increasing 
shadow and height of the overhanging trees render the under- 
growth of vegetation comparatively scanty, but most frequently 
near the top of either side, in places where a fallen tree or a slip 
of soil has laid bare a sunny spot. Such situations are sought 
for by these birds to bask and sleep in, like Partridges in a 
warm hedge-side. They are, however, true forest-birds, and arc 
usually met with m small flocks of six or cight, probably the 
brood of the season. 
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When frightened, the whole bevy runs up the side of the 
ravine, and only when approached quite suddenly do they take 
wing. The consequence is (alas that it should be said !), that 
the sportsman is obliged to shoot them on the ground ; and the 
only mode he has of quieting his conscience, is by a stretch of 
his imagination to suppose them “ fur,” and not “ feather,” and 
to take a running shot. 


32., EvpsyCHORTYX LEUCOPOGON (Less.) : Gould, Mon. Odont. 
pl. 13. 

San Gerónimo. A female, probably of this species, shot in the 
cane-field. 


33. MACRORHAMPHUS GRISEUS (Gm.): Baird’s Rep. p. 712. 
San Gerónimo. A single specimen shot at San Gerónimo. 


34. PHALAROPUS HYPERBOREUS (Linn.). 

Duefas, August 1859. I have never observed but four birds 
of this family in Guatemala. They had apparently but just 
arrived, and were swimming slowly about on the lake, picking at 
the weeds, &. They showed the usual absence of timidity at- 
tributed to these birds. No others followed these four, which 
may probably have formed a brood of the season. Since obtain- 
ing these, I discovered in the collection of Don Vicente Con- 
stancia a specimen of the same species; he also had another 
species, which will probably prove to be P. wilsonii. Both these 
had been procured from near the city of Guatemala. 


35. RALLUS VIRGINIANUS, Linn, : Baird’s Rep. p. 748. 

Antigua Guatemala, September 1859. A single specimen 
only, a female, was brought me. It was killed in one of the 
cochineal plantations. 


36. CORETHRURA RUBRA, Sclater and Salvin, P. Z. S. 1860 
(May 16th). 

Coban, Vera Paz, November 1859. Also in the collection of 
Don Vicente Constancia, and previously transmitted by Mr. 
Skinner. 

37. FuLicuLa coLLarRIis (Don.): Baird, Rep. p. 792. 

Coban, Vera Paz, November. Ducks frequent the river of 
Coban in some numbers. 
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38. Popicers pominicus (Linn.). 
Lake of Dueñas, October 13th, 1859. 


39. STERNA FRENATA, Gambel : Baird, Rep. p. 864. 
This skin I bought in Coban, and am not sure where it was 
procured, 


XXXIV.—Note on the Egg and Nestling of the Californian 
Vulture. By Pui1LIe LUTLEY SCLATER. 


(Plates VIII. and IX.) 


Mr. J. H. Gurney has kindly supplied, for the use of this 
Journal, the two accompanying plates, which represent the nest- 
ling and egg of the Californian Vulture (Cathartes californianus). 
They are copied from drawings (made by Mr. Reeve of the Nor- 
wich Museum) of the specimens (forwarded to Mr. Gurney by his 
correspondent, Mr. A.S. Taylor, of Monterey), which have already 
been alluded to in these pages*. The circumstances of the dis- 
covery of the two nests, one of which contained the young bird, 
supposed to be about from five to seven days old (Plate VIII.), 
and the other the egg (Plate IX.), having been already given, 
as also a sufficient description of the specimens, it is not necessary 
to repeat them. But it may be as well to remark, that in Dr. 
Brewer’s valuable work on ‘ North American Oology’ (p. 7), the 
egg of the Californian Vulture is described, from a drawing of a 
specimen said to have been laid in confinement at the Jardin des 
Plantes, as somewhat different from the one represented here. 
The dimensions there given (314 by 212) would indicate a con- 
siderably smaller egg than the present specimen. The ring of 
reddish-brown blotches in the egg of the Jardin des Plantes is 
perhaps of less significance, as many of the Vulturide lay some- 
times spotted and sometimes colourless eggs (see Mr. Salvin’s 
remarks on the eggs of Gyps fulvus in this Journal for last year, 
p. 179). But it is certainly a reversal of what is generally the 
case, to find a white egg laid by a Vulture in a wild state, and 
a coloured egg laid by a bird in confinement; and, on the 
whole, it would be well not to place too much confidence in the 
drawing spoken of by Dr. Brewer. 


* See ‘Ibis,’ 1859, p. 469. 


